Agrégation externe d’anglais 2027 (option A — Littérature)
Douglas Stuart, Shuggie Bain, 2020

Charles Bonnot (Université Sorbonne Nouvelle) and Elsa Cavalié (Université Toulouse Jean
Jaurés)!

Recommended edition

STUART Douglas, Shuggie Bain [2020], London: Picador, 2021.

Primary Sources — Douglas Stuart

a) Novels (chronological order)
—, Young Mungo, London: Picador, 2023.2
—, John of John, London: Picador, 2026.

b) Short Stories (chronological order)

—, “Found Wanting”, The New Yorker, January 6 2020.

—, “The Englishman”, The New Yorker, September 7 2020.

—, “A Private View”, The New Yorker, April 26 2026.

¢) Interviews
GROSS Terry and BENTHAM Audrey, Fresh Air, NPR, May 4th 2026.

HATTENSTONE Simon, “Douglas Stuart on Shuggie Bain and his tough start: ‘Living with
an alcoholic, there wasn’t much I didn’t see.””, The Guardian, April 2nd 2022.

PASSA PORTA BRUXELLES, “Douglas Stuart and Edouard Louis : On Class Change, the
Power of Literature and the Awareness of Privilege”, September 30th 2021.

RICHARD Joél, “Douglas Stuart — Shuggie Bain”, Librairie Mollat, September 1% 2021.

STUART Douglas, “Poverty, Anxiety, and Gender in Scottish Working-Class Literature
Douglas Stuart Offers a Reading List in Response to ‘The Glasgow Effect’, Literary Hub,
February 10th 2020.

! We are particularly grateful to Jean-Michel Ganteau, Juliette Pezaire, Nathalie Duclos and
Douglas Stuart for their valuable recommendations.

2 Because of its numerous thematic echoes and its strong continuity with Shuggie Bain, Young
Mungo is a particularly relevant read.



— “I don’t think working-class people can afford to write”, The Booker Prizes, August 7th
2025.

STURGEON Nicola, “Welcome Home. Shuggie Bain — Edinburgh Book Festival”, March 2"
2022.

WILSON John, This Cultural Life — BBC Radio 4, December 11th 2021.

d) Documentary

SANDS, Linda and YENTOB Alan, Douglas Stuart: Love, Hope and Grit, BBC One, 2022.
[BBC iPlayer is only available in the UK]

Primary Sources — Other Authors

a) Prose (alphabetical order)
GALLOWAY Janice, The Trick is to Keep Breathing [1989], London: Minerva, 1991.

HUDSON Kerry, Lowborn: Growing Up, Getting Away and Returning to Britain’s Poorest
Towns, London: Chatto and Windus, 2019.

KELLMAN, James, How Late It Was, How Late, London: Secker & Warburg, 1994.

— “The Importance of Glasgow in My Work”, in Some Recent Attacks, Stirling: AK Press,
1992.

OWENS Agnes, Gentlemen of the West [1984], Edinburgh: Polygon, 2026.

—, A Working Mother [1994], Edinburgh: Polygon, 2026.

TROCCHI, Alexander, Young Adam [1954], Oxford: Oneworld Classics, 2008.
WARNER Allan, Morvern Callar, London: Jonathan Cape,1995.

WELSH Irvine, Trainspotting, London: Secker & Warburg, 1993.

WINTERSON Jeanette, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, London: Pandora Press, 1985.

b) Photography

BROWN Alison and MCDONALD Isobel, Coming into View: Eric Watt’s Photographs of
Glasgow, Glasgow: Glasgow Museums Publishing, 2020.

DEPARDON Raymond, Glasgow, Paris: Seuil, 2016.

MCLEAN Craig, “Shuggie Bain: 10 Images That Inspired A Booker Prize Winner”, Mr Porter,
April 14 2021.




¢) Films and plays
HARPER, Tom, Wild Rose, 2018.
LOACH Ken, Kes, 1969.
—, My Name is Joe, 1998.
MAC KINNON, Gillies, Small Faces, 1995.
MACKENZIE, David, Young Adam, 2002.
MULLAN, Peter, Neds, 2010.
RAMSAY, Lynne, Ratcatcher, 1999.
RICHARDSON Tony, 4 Taste of Honey, 1961.
ROPER, Tony, The Steamie, 1988.

Secondary sources

a) Selection on Shuggie Bain

ANTAKYALIOGLU Zekiye. “Suffering and Trauma: Douglas Stuart’s Shuggie Bain as a
Return to Realism”. Suffering in Anglophone Literatures. Lexington: Bloomsbury Publishing,
pp- 297-312.

CAROLIN, Andy. “Failure as/in the Queer Bildungsroman.” Textual Practice 39 (10):
pp.1633-51, 2025. doi:10.1080/0950236X.2025.2558603.

CLASS, Monika. “Traces of the Queer Child in Shuggie Bain”. English Studies, vol. 104, n°4,
mai 2023, p. 649-66.

DAMER, Sean. “The Ties That Bind”. Scottish Affairs, vol. 30, n° 4, November 2021, pp.
537-43, https://doi.org/10.3366/scot.2021.0388.

— “Young Love". Scottish Affairs, vol. 32, n° 1, February 2023, pp. 130-33,
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Scotland”, in SCHOENE, Berthold, ed. The Edinburgh Companion to Contemporary Scottish
Literature. Edinburgh University Press, 2007, pp. 275-282.
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