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AGREGATION EXTERNE D’ANGLAIS
ÉPREUVE HORS PROGRAMME

Première partie (en anglais, durée maximale : 40 minutes)
Vous procéderez à l’étude et à la mise en relation argumentée des trois
documents du dossier proposé (A, B, C non hiérarchisés). Votre
présentation ne dépassera pas 20 minutes et sera suivie d’un entretien de
20 minutes maximum.

Deuxième partie (en français, durée maximale : 5 minutes)
À l’issue de l’entretien de première partie, et à l’invitation du jury, vous
vous appuierez sur l’un des trois documents du dossier pour proposer un
projet d’exploitation pédagogique dans une situation d’enseignement que
vous aurez préalablement définie. Cette partie ne donnera lieu à aucun
échange avec le jury.
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DOCUMENT A
Oscar Wilde. A Woman of No Importance [1894], in Collected Plays,
London: Penguin Books, 1982, pp. 95-98.

SECOND ACT
SCENE

Drawing-room at Hunstanton, after dinner, lamps lit.
Door L. C. Door R. C.
5

[Ladies seated on sofas.]
MRS ALLONBY: What a comfort it is to have got rid of the men for a little!
LADY STUTFIELD: Yes; men persecute us dreadfully, don’t they?
MRS ALLONBY: Persecute us? I wish they did.
LADY HUNSTANTON: My dear!

10

MRS ALLONBY: The annoying thing is that the wretches can be perfectly happy
without us. That is why I think it is every woman’s duty never to leave them alone
for a single moment, except during this short breathing space after dinner; without
which I believe we poor women would be absolutely worn to shadows.
[Enter Servants with coffee.]

15

LADY HUNSTANTON: Worn to shadows, dear?
MRS ALLONBY: Yes, Lady Hunstanton. It is such a strain keeping men up to the
mark. They are always trying to escape from us.
LADY STUTFIELD: It seems to me that it is we who are always trying to escape
from them. Men are so very, very heartless. They know their power and use it.

20

LADY CAROLINE [takes coffee from Servant]: What stuff and nonsense all this
about men is! The thing to do is to keep men in their proper place.
MRS ALLONBY: But what is their proper place, Lady Caroline?
LADY CAROLINE: Looking after their wives, Mrs Allonby.
MRS ALLONBY [takes coffee from Servant]: Really? And if they’re not married?
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LADY CAROLINE: If they are not married, they should be looking after a wife. It’s
perfectly scandalous the amount of bachelors who are going about society. There
should be a law passed to compel them all to marry within twelve months.
LADY STUTFIELD [refuses coffee]: But if they’re in love with someone who,
perhaps, is tied to another?

30

35

LADY CAROLINE: In that case, Lady Stutfield, they should be married off in a week
to some plain respectable girl, in order to teach them not to meddle with other
people’s property.
MRS ALLONBY: I don’t think that we should ever be spoken of as other people’s
property. All men are married women’s property. That is the only true definition
of what married women’s property really is. But we don’t belong to anyone.
LADY STUTFIELD: Oh, I am so very, very glad to hear you say so.
LADY HUNSTANTON: But do you really think, dear Caroline, that legislation would
improve matters in any way? I am told that, nowadays, all the married men live
like bachelors, and all the bachelors like married men.
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MRS ALLONBY: I certainly never know one from the other.
LADY STUTFIELD: Oh, I think one can always know at once whether a man has
home claims upon his life or not. I have noticed a very, very sad expression in the
eyes of so many married men.

45

MRS ALLONBY: Ah, all that I have noticed is that they are horribly tedious when
they are good husbands, and abominably conceited when they are not.
LADY HUNSTANTON: Well, I suppose the type of husband has completely changed
since my young days, but I’m bound to state that poor dear Hunstanton was the
most delightful of creatures, and as good as gold.
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MRS ALLONBY: Ah, my husband is a sort of promissory note; I’m tired of meeting
him.
LADY CAROLINE: But you renew him from time to time, don’t you?
MRS ALLONBY: Oh no, Lady Caroline. I have only had one husband as yet. I
suppose you look upon me as quite an amateur.
LADY CAROLINE: With your views on life I wonder you married at all.
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MRS ALLONBY: So do I.
LADY HUNSTANTON: My dear child, I believe you are really very happy in your
married life, but that you like to hide your happiness from others.
MRS ALLONBY: I assure you I was horribly deceived in Ernest.
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LADY HUNSTANTON: Oh, I hope not, dear. I knew his mother quite well. She was
a Stratton, Caroline, one of Lord Crowland’s daughters.
LADY CAROLINE: Victoria Stratton? I remember her perfectly. A silly fair-haired
woman with no chin.
MRS ALLONBY: Ah, Ernest has a chin. He has a very strong chin, a square chin.
Ernest’s chin is far too square.

65

LADY STUTFIELD: But do you really think a man’s chin can be too square? I think
a man should look very, very strong, and that his chin should be quite, quite
square.
MRS ALLONBY: Then you should certainly know Ernest, Lady Stutfield. It is only
fair to tell you beforehand he has got no conversation at all.
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LADY STUTFIELD: I adore silent men.
MRS ALLONBY: Oh, Ernest isn’t silent. He talks the whole time. But he has got no
conversation. What he talks about I don’t know. I haven’t listened to him for years.
LADY STUTFIELD: Have you never forgiven him then? How sad that seems! But all
life is very, very sad, is it not?
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MRS ALLONBY: Life, Lady Stutfield, is simply a mauvais quart d'heure made up of
exquisite moments.
LADY STUTFIELD: Yes, there are moments, certainly. But was it something very,
very wrong that Mr Allonby did? Did he become angry with you, and say anything
that was unkind or true?
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MRS ALLONBY: Oh dear, no. Ernest is invariably calm. That is one of the reasons
he always gets on my nerves. Nothing is so aggravating as calmness. There is
something positively brutal about the good temper of most modern men. I wonder
we women stand it as well as we do.
LADY STUTFIELD: Yes; men’s good temper shows they are not so sensitive as we
are, not so finely strung. It makes a great barrier often between husband and wife,
does it not? But I would so much like to know what was the wrong thing Mr Allonby
did.
MRS ALLONBY: Well, I will tell you, if you solemnly promise to tell everybody else.
LADY STUTFIELD: Thank you, thank you. I will make a point of repeating it.

90

95

MRS ALLONBY: When Ernest and I were engaged, he swore to me positively on his
knees that he had never loved any one before in the whole course of his life. I was
very young at the time, so I didn’t believe him, I needn’t tell you. Unfortunately,
however, I made no enquiries of any kind till after I had been actually married four
or five months. I found out then that what he had told me was perfectly true. And
that sort of thing makes a man so absolutely uninteresting.
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LADY HUNSTANTON: My dear!
MRS ALLONBY: Men always want to be a woman’s first love. That is their clumsy
vanity. We women have a more subtle instinct about things. What we like is to be
a man’s last romance.
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DOCUMENT B
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. “Address on Divorce Bill before the Judiciary
Committee, New York State Senate, on 8 February 1861”, in Daniel J.
Boorstin (ed.), An American Primer, New York: Meridian, 1995, pp. 394395.
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In closing, let me submit for your consideration the following propositions:
1st. In the language (slightly varied) of John Milton, “Those who marry intend
as little to conspire their own ruin, as those who swear allegiance, and as a whole
people is to an ill government, so is one man or woman to an ill marriage. If a
whole people against any authority, covenant or statute, may, by the sovereign
edict of charity, save not only their lives, but honest liberties, from unworthy
bondage, as well may a married party, against any private covenant, which he or
she never entered to his or her mischief, be redeemed from unsupportable
disturbances to honest peace and just contentment.”
2nd. Any constitution, compact or covenant between human beings, that
failed to produce or promote human happiness, could not, in the nature of things,
be of any force or authority; and it would be not only a right, but a duty to abolish
it.
3rd. Though marriage be in itself divinely founded, and is fortified as an
institution by innumerable analogies in the whole kingdom of universal nature,
still, a true marriage is only known by its results; and like the fountain, if pure, will
reveal only pure manifestations. Nor need it ever be said, “What God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder,” for man could not put it asunder; nor can he
any more unite what God and nature have not joined together.
4th. Of all the insulting mockeries of heavenly truth and holy law, none can
be greater than that physical impotency is cause sufficient for divorce, while no
amount of mental or moral or spiritual imbecility is ever to be pleaded in support
of such a demand.
5th. Such a law was worthy those dark periods when marriage was held by
the greatest doctors and priests of the Church to be a work of the flesh only, and
almost, if not altogether, a defilement; denied wholly to the clergy, and a second
time, forbidden to all.
6th. An unfortunate or ill-assorted marriage is ever a calamity, but not ever,
perhaps never, a crime; and when society or government, by its laws or customs,
compels its continuance, always to the grief of one of the parties, and the actual
loss or damage of both, it usurps an authority never delegated to man, nor
exercised by God himself.
7th. Observation and experience daily show how incompetent are men, as
individuals, or as governments, to select partners in business, teachers for their
children, ministers of their religion, or makers, adjudicators or administrators of
their laws; and as the same weakness and blindness but must attend in the
selection of matrimonial partners, the dictates of humanity and common sense
alike show that the latter and most important contract should no more be perpetual
than either or all of the former.
8th. Children born in these unhappy and unhallowed connections, are in the
most solemn sense of unlawful birth—the fruit of lust, but not of love; and so not
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of God, divinely descended, but from beneath, whence proceed all manner of evil
and uncleanness.
9th. Next to the calamity of such a birth to the child, is the misfortune of
being trained in the atmosphere of a household where love is not the law but where
discord and bitterness abound; stamping their demoniac features on the moral
nature, with all their odious peculiarities; thus continuing the race in a weakness
and depravity that must be a sure precursor of its ruin, as a just penalty of a long
violated law.
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DOCUMENT C
George Elgar Hicks. Woman’s Mission: Companion of Manhood, 1863. Oil
on canvas, 76.2 x 64.1 cm, Tate Gallery, London.

