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Document A

From The Uncommon Reader, by Alan Bennett, Profile Books Ltd (2008), pp. 28-31.

‘It's important,” saiél Sir Kevin, ‘that Your Majesty should stay focused.’

‘When you say “stay focused”, Sir Kevin, | suppose you mean one should keep one’s eye on
the ball. Well, I've had my eye on the ball for sixty years, so | think these days one is allowed
the occasional glance to the boundary.” She felt that her metaphor had probably slipped a
little there, not, though, that Sir Kevin noticed.

'l can understand,’ he said. *Your Majesty’s need to pass the time.’

‘Pass the time?’ said the Queen. ‘Books are not about passing the time. They're about other
lives. Other worlds. Far from wanting time to pass, Sir Kevin, one just wishes one had more
of it. If one wanted to pass the time one could go to New Zealand.’

With two mentions of his name and one of New Zealand Sir Kevin retired hurt. Still, he had
made a point and he would have been gratified to know that it left the Queen troubled and
wondering why it was that at this particular time in her life she had suddenly felt the pull of
books. Where had that appetite come from?

Few people, after all, had seen more of the world than she had. There was scarcely a
country she had not visited, a notability she had not met. Herself part of the panoply of the
world, why now was she intrigued by books, which, whatever else they might be, were just a
reflection of the world or a version of it? Books? She had seen the real thing.

‘| read, | think,” she said to Norman, ‘because one has a duty to find out what people are
like,” a trite enough remark of which Norman took not much notice, feeling himself under no
such obligation and reading purely for pleasure, not enlightenment, though part of the
pleasure was the enlightenment, he could see that. But duty did not come into it.

To someone with the background of the Queen, though, pleasure had always taken second
place to duty. If she could feel she had a duty to read then she could set about it with a clear
conscience, with the pleasure, if pleasure there was, incidental. But why did it take
possession of her now? This she did not discuss with Norman, as she felt it had to do with
who she was and the position she occupied.

The appeal of reading, she thought, lay in its indifference: there was something undeferring
about literature. Books did not care who was reading them or whether one read them or not.
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All readers were equal, herself included. Literature, she thought, is a commonwealth; letters
a republic. Actually, she had heard this phrase, the republic of letters, used before, at
graduation ceremonies, honorary degrees and the like, though without knowing quite what it
meant. At that time talk of a republic of any sort she had thought mildly insulting and in her
actual presence tactless, to say the least. It was only now she understood what it meant.
Books did not defer. All readers were equal, and this took her back to the beginning of her
life. As a girl, one of her greatest thrills had been on VE night when she and her sister had
slipped out of the gates and mingled unrecognized with the crowds. There was something of
that, she felt, to reading. It was anonymous; it was shared; it was common. And she who had
led a life apart now found that she craved it. Here in these pages and between these covers
she could go unrecognised.

These doubts and \seif-questionings, though, were just the beginning. Once she got into her
stride it ceased to seem strange to her that she wanted to read, and books, to which she had
taken so cautiously, gradually came to be her element.
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Document B

Second Inaugural Address by President Barack Obama, January 21, 2013.

THE PRESIDENT: Vice President Biden, Mr. Chief Justice, members of the United States
Congress, distinguished guests, and fellow citizens:

Each time we gather to inaugurate a President we bear witness to the enduring strength of
our Constitution. We affirm the promise of our democracy. We recall that what binds this
nation together is not the colors of our skin or the tenets of our faith or the origins of our
names. What makes us exceptional — what makes us American — is our allegiance to an
idea articulated in a declaration made more than two centuries ago:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.”

Today we continue a never-ending journey to bridge the meaning of those words with the
realities of our time. For history tells us that while these truths may be self-evident, they've
never been self-executing; that while freedom is a gift from God, it must be secured by His
people here on Earth. (Applause.) The patriots of 1776 did not fight to replace the tyranny of
a king with the privileges of a few or the rule of a mob. They gave to us a republic, a
government of, and by, and for the people, entrusting each generation to keep safe our
founding creed.

And for more than two hundred years, we have..

Through blood drawn by lash and blood drawn by sword, we learned that no union founded
on the principles of liberty and equality could survive half-slave and half-free. We made
ourselves anew, and vowed to move forward together.

Together, we determined that a modern economy requires railroads and highways to speed
travel and commerce, schools and colleges to train our workers.

Together, we discovered that a free market only thrives when there are rules to ensure
competition and fair play.

Together, we resolved that a great nation must care for the vulnerable, and protect its people
from life's worst hazards and misfortune.

Through it all, we have never relinquished our skepticism of central authority, nor have we
succumbed to the fiction that all society’s ills can be cured through government alone. Our
celebration of initiative and enterprise, our insistence on hard work and personal
responsibility, these are constants in our character.

But we have always understood that when times change, so must we; that fidelity to our
founding principles requires new responses to new challenges; that preserving our individual
freedoms ultimately requires collective action. For the American people can no more meet
the demands of today’s world by acting alone than American soldiers could have met the
forces of fascism or communism with muskets and militias. No single person can train all the
math and science teachers we'll need to equip our children for the future, or build the roads
and networks and research labs that will bring new jobs and businesses to our shores. Now,
more than ever, we must do these things together, as one nation and one people.
(Applause.)
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This generation of Americans has been tested by crises that steeled our resolve and proved
our resilience. A decade of war is now ending. (Applause.) An economic recovery has
begun. (Applause.) America’s possibilities are limitless, for we possess all the qualities that
this world without boundaries demands: youth and drive; diversity and openness; an endless
capacity for risk and a gift for reinvention. My fellow Americans, we are made for this
moment, and we will seize it — so long as we seize it together. (Applause.)

For we, the people, understand that our country cannot succeed when a shrinking few do
very well and a growing many barely make it. (Applause.) We believe that America’s
prosperity must rest upon the broad shoulders of a rising middle class. We know that
America thrives when every person can find independence and pride in their work; when the
wages of honest labor liberate families from the brink of hardship. We are true to our creed
when a little girl born into the bleakest poverty knows that she has the same chance to
succeed as anybody else, because she is an American; she is free, and she is equal, not just
in the eyes of God but also in our own. (Applause.)

We understand that outworn programs are inadequate to the needs of our time. So we must
harness new ideas and technology to remake our government, revamp our tax code, reform
our schools, and empower our citizens with the skills they need to work harder, learn more,
reach higher. But while the means will change, our purpose endures: a nation that rewards
the effort and determination of every single American. That is what this moment requires.
That is what will give real meaning to our creed.

We, the people, still believe that every citizen deserves a basic measure of security and
dignity. We must make the hard choices to reduce the cost of health care and the size of our
deficit. But we reject the belief that America must choose between caring for the generation
that built this country and investing in the generation that will build its future. (Applause.) For
we remember the lessons of our past, when twilight years were spent in poverty and parents
of a child with a disability had nowhere to turn.

We do not believe that in this country freedom is reserved for the lucky, or happiness for the
few. We recognize that no matter how responsibly we live our lives, any one of us at any
time may face a job loss, or a sudden iliness, or a home swept away in a terrible storm. The
commitments we make to each other through Medicare and Medicaid and Social Security,
these things do not sap our initiative, they strengthen us. (Applause.) They do not make us
a nation of takers; they free us to take the risks that make this country great. (Applause.)

We, the people, still believe that our obligations as Americans are not just to ourselves, but to
all posterity. We will respond to the threat of climate change, knowing that the failure to do
so would betray our children and future generations. (Applause.) Some may still deny the
overwhelming judgment of science, but none can avoid the devastating impact of raging fires
and crippling drought and more powerful storms.

The path towards sustainable energy sources will be long and sometimes difficult. But
America cannot resist this transition, we must lead it. VWe cannot cede to other nations the
technology that will power new jobs and new industries, we must claim its promise. That's
how we will maintain our economic vitality and our national treasure — our forests and
waterways, our crop lands and snow-capped peaks. That is how we will preserve our planet,
commanded to our care by God. That's what will lend meaning to the creed our fathers once
declared. (...)
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Document C

First in Peace. Representing the Arrival of General George Washington at the Battery,
New York, April 30, 1789, engraved by John C. McRae, after Henry Brueckner, New

York, 1867. 1 print : engraving ; 65.9 x 99.8 cm.
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