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AGREGATION EXTERNE D’ANGLAIS 

 
ÉPREUVE HORS PROGRAMME 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Première partie (en anglais, durée maximale : 40 minutes) 

Vous procéderez à l’étude et à la mise en relation argumentée des trois 
documents du dossier proposé (A, B, C non hiérarchisés). Votre 
présentation ne dépassera pas 20 minutes et sera suivie d’un entretien de 
20 minutes maximum. 

 
 
Deuxième partie (en français, durée maximale : 5 minutes) 

À l’issue de l’entretien de première partie, et à l’invitation du jury, vous 
vous appuierez sur l’un des trois documents du dossier pour proposer un 
projet d’exploitation pédagogique dans une situation d’enseignement que 
vous aurez préalablement définie. Cette partie ne donnera lieu à aucun 
échange avec le jury.  
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DOCUMENT A 

W.B. Yeats. “Easter 1916” [1920]. Timothy Webb (ed.), W. B. Yeats: 
Selected Poems, London: Penguin Books, 2000, pp. 119-121. 

I have met them at close of day    
Coming with vivid faces 
From counter or desk among grey    
Eighteenth-century houses. 
I have passed with a nod of the head    5 
Or polite meaningless words,    
Or have lingered awhile and said    
Polite meaningless words, 
And thought before I had done    
Of a mocking tale or a gibe    10 
To please a companion 
Around the fire at the club,    
Being certain that they and I    
But lived where motley is worn:    
All changed, changed utterly:    15 
A terrible beauty is born. 

That woman's days were spent    
In ignorant good-will, 
Her nights in argument 
Until her voice grew shrill. 20 
What voice more sweet than hers    
When, young and beautiful,    
She rode to harriers? 
This man had kept a school    
And rode our wingèd horse;    25 
This other his helper and friend    
Was coming into his force; 
He might have won fame in the end,    
So sensitive his nature seemed,    
So daring and sweet his thought. 30 
This other man I had dreamed 
A drunken, vainglorious lout. 
He had done most bitter wrong 
To some who are near my heart,    
Yet I number him in the song; 35 
He, too, has resigned his part 
In the casual comedy; 
He, too, has been changed in his turn,    
Transformed utterly: 
A terrible beauty is born. 40 

Hearts with one purpose alone    
Through summer and winter seem    
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Enchanted to a stone 
To trouble the living stream. 
The horse that comes from the road,    45 
The rider, the birds that range    
From cloud to tumbling cloud,    
Minute by minute they change;    
A shadow of cloud on the stream    
Changes minute by minute;    50 
A horse-hoof slides on the brim,    
And a horse plashes within it;    
The long-legged moor-hens dive,    
And hens to moor-cocks call;    
Minute by minute they live:    55 
The stone’s in the midst of all. 

Too long a sacrifice 
Can make a stone of the heart.    
O when may it suffice? 
That is Heaven’s part, our part    60 
To murmur name upon name,    
As a mother names her child    
When sleep at last has come    
On limbs that had run wild.    
What is it but nightfall? 65 
No, no, not night but death;    
Was it needless death after all? 
For England may keep faith    
For all that is done and said.    
We know their dream; enough 70 
To know they dreamed and are dead;    
And what if excess of love    
Bewildered them till they died?    
I write it out in a verse— 
MacDonagh and MacBride    75 
And Connolly and Pearse 
Now and in time to be, 
Wherever green is worn, 
Are changed, changed utterly:    
A terrible beauty is born. 80 
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DOCUMENT B 

David Cameron. Statement made in the House of Commons during the 
Saville Inquiry debate, 15 June 2010. Hansard HC 15 June 2010, vol. 511, 
cols. 739-742. 

[…] Lord Saville concludes that the soldiers of Support Company who went 
into the Bogside “did so as a result of an order… which should not have been given” 
by their commander. He finds that “on balance the first shot in the vicinity of the 
march was fired by the British Army” and that “none of the casualties shot by 
soldiers of Support Company was armed with a firearm”. 5 

He also finds that “there was some firing by republican paramilitaries… but… 
none of this firing provided any justification for the shooting of civilian casualties”, 
and that “in no case was any warning given before soldiers opened fire”. 

Lord Saville also finds that Support Company “reacted by losing their self-
control… forgetting or ignoring their instructions and training” and acted with “a 10 
serious and widespread loss of fire discipline”. 

He finds that “despite the contrary evidence given by the soldiers… none of 
them fired in response to attacks or threatened attacks by nail or petrol bombers” 
and that many of the soldiers “knowingly put forward false accounts to seek to 
justify their firing”. 15 

What is more, Lord Saville says that some of those killed or injured were 
clearly fleeing or going to the assistance of others who were dying. The report 
refers to one person who was shot while “crawling… away from the soldiers” and 
mentions another who was shot, in all probability, “when he was lying mortally 
wounded on the ground”. […] 20 

For those people who are looking for the report to use terms like murder and 
unlawful killing, I remind the House that these judgments are not matters for a 
tribunal, or for us as politicians, to determine. 

These are shocking conclusions to read and shocking words to have to say, 
but we do not defend the British Army by defending the indefensible. We do not 25 
honour all those who have served with such distinction in keeping the peace and 
upholding the rule of law in Northern Ireland by hiding from the truth. So there is 
no point in trying to soften, or equivocate about, what is in this report. It is clear 
from the tribunal’s authoritative conclusions that the events of Bloody Sunday were 
in no way justified. 30 

I know that some people wonder whether, nearly 40 years on from an event, 
a prime minister needs to issue an apology. For someone of my generation, Bloody 
Sunday and the early 1970s are something that we feel we have learnt about 
rather than lived through. But what happened should never, ever have happened. 
The families of those who died should not have had to live with the pain and hurt 35 
of that day, and with a lifetime of loss. Some members of our armed forces acted 
wrongly. The Government are ultimately responsible for the conduct of the armed 
forces, and for that, on behalf of the Government—indeed, on behalf of our 
country—I am deeply sorry. 

Just as the report is clear that the actions of that day were unjustifiable, so 40 
too it is clear in some of its other findings. Those looking for premeditation, those 
looking for a plan, those even looking for a conspiracy involving senior politicians 
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or senior members of the armed forces, they will not find it in this report. Indeed, 
Lord Saville finds no evidence that the events of Bloody Sunday were 
premeditated. He concludes that the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland 45 
Governments, and the Army, neither tolerated nor encouraged “the use of 
unjustified lethal force”. He makes no suggestion of a Government cover-up, and 
he credits the United Kingdom Government with working towards a peaceful 
political settlement in Northern Ireland. 

The report also specifically deals with the actions of key individuals in the 50 
Army, in politics and beyond, including Major-General Ford, Brigadier MacLellan, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Wilford. In each case, the tribunal’s findings are clear. The 
report does the same for Martin McGuinness. It specifically finds that he was 
present and probably armed with “a sub-machine-gun”, but concludes “we are 
sure that he did not engage in any activity that provided any of the soldiers with 55 
any justification for opening fire”. 

While in no way justifying the events of 30 January 1972, we should 
acknowledge the background to the events of Bloody Sunday. Since 1969, the 
security situation in Northern Ireland had been declining significantly. Three days 
before Bloody Sunday, two officers in the Royal Ulster Constabulary—one a 60 
Catholic—were shot by the IRA in Londonderry, the first police officers killed in the 
city during the troubles. A third of the City of Derry had become a no-go area for 
the RUC and the Army, and in the end 1972 was to prove Northern Ireland's 
bloodiest year by far, with nearly 500 people killed. 

Let us also remember that Bloody Sunday is not the defining story of the 65 
service the British Army gave in Northern Ireland from 1969 to 2007. That was 
known as Operation Banner, the longest continuous operation in British military 
history, spanning 38 years and in which over 250,000 people served. Our armed 
forces displayed enormous courage and professionalism in upholding democracy 
and the rule of law in Northern Ireland. Acting in support of the police, they played 70 
a major part in setting the conditions that have made peaceful politics possible, 
and over 1,000 members of the security forces lost their lives to that cause. 
Without their work, the peace process would not have happened. Of course, some 
mistakes were undoubtedly made, but lessons were also learnt. Once again, I put 
on record the immense debt of gratitude we all owe those who served in Northern 75 
Ireland. 

I thank the tribunal for its work, and thank all those who displayed great 
courage in giving evidence. I also wish to acknowledge the grief of the families of 
those killed. They have pursued their long campaign over 38 years with great 
patience. Nothing can bring back those who were killed, but I hope that—as one 80 
relative has put it—the truth coming out can help to set people free. 

John Major said that he was open to a new inquiry. Tony Blair then set it up. 
That was accepted by the then Leader of the Opposition. Of course, none of us 
anticipated that the Saville inquiry would take 12 years or cost almost £200 million. 
Our views on that are well-documented. It is right to pursue the truth with vigour 85 
and thoroughness, but let me reassure the House there will be no more open-
ended and costly inquiries into the past. 

However, today is not about the controversies surrounding the process. It is 
about the substance, about what this report tells us. Everyone should have the 
chance to examine its complete findings, and that is why it is being published in 90 
full. Running to more than 5,000 pages, it is being published in 10 volumes. 
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Naturally, it will take all of us some time to digest the report’s full findings and 
understand all the implications. The House will have an opportunity for a full day’s 
debate this autumn, and in the meantime the Secretaries of State for Northern 
Ireland and for Defence will report back to me on all the issues that arise from it. 95 

This report and the inquiry itself demonstrate how a state should hold itself 
to account and how we should be determined at all times—no matter how difficult—
to judge ourselves against the highest standards. Openness and frankness about 
the past, however painful, do not make us weaker; they make us stronger. That 
is one of the things that differentiate us from the terrorists. We should never forget 100 
that over 3,500 people, from every community, lost their lives in Northern Ireland, 
the overwhelming majority killed by terrorists. There were many terrible atrocities. 
Politically motivated violence was never justified, whichever side it came from, and 
it can never be justified by those criminal gangs that today want to drag Northern 
Ireland back to its bitter and bloody past. No Government I lead will ever put those 105 
who fight to defend democracy on an equal footing with those who continue to 
seek to destroy it, but nor will we hide from the truth that confronts us today. In 
the words of Lord Saville: “what happened on Bloody Sunday strengthened the 
Provisional IRA, increased nationalist resentment and hostility towards the Army 
and exacerbated the violent conflict of the years that followed. Bloody Sunday was 110 
a tragedy for the bereaved and the wounded, and a catastrophe for the people of 
Northern Ireland.” 

Those are words we cannot and must not ignore, but I hope what this report 
can do is mark the moment where we come together, in this House and in the 
communities we represent; come together to acknowledge our shared history, 115 
even where it divides us; and come together to close this painful chapter on 
Northern Ireland's troubled past. That is not to say we must ever forget, or dismiss 
that past, but we must also move on. Northern Ireland has been transformed over 
the past 20 years and all of us in Westminster and Stormont must continue that 
work of change, coming together with all the people of Northern Ireland, to build 120 
a stable, peaceful, prosperous and shared future. […] 
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DOCUMENT C 

Anonymous. Photograph of the “Bloody Sunday Mural”, by Kevin Masson, 
Tom Kelly, William Kelly, painted in 1997. This mural is located on 
Rossville Street, Derry. 

 

 


