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AGREGATION EXTERNE D’ANGLAIS 

 
ÉPREUVE HORS PROGRAMME 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Première partie (en anglais, durée maximale : 40 minutes) 

Vous procéderez à l’étude et à la mise en relation argumentée des trois 
documents du dossier proposé (A, B, C non hiérarchisés). Votre 

présentation ne dépassera pas 20 minutes et sera suivie d’un entretien de 
20 minutes maximum. 

 

 
Deuxième partie (en français, durée maximale : 5 minutes) 

À l’issue de l’entretien de première partie, et à l’invitation du jury, vous 

vous appuierez sur l’un des trois documents du dossier pour proposer un 
projet d’exploitation pédagogique dans une situation d’enseignement que 
vous aurez préalablement définie. Cette partie ne donnera lieu à aucun 

échange avec le jury.  
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DOCUMENT A 

William Shakespeare. Richard II (1600), Act II, Sc. 1.  

http://shakespeare.mit.edu/richardii/full.html 

JOHN OF GAUNT: Methinks I am a prophet new inspired 

And thus expiring do foretell of him: 
His rash fierce blaze of riot cannot last, 

For violent fires soon burn out themselves; 
Small showers last long, but sudden storms are short; 5 
He tires betimes that spurs too fast betimes; 
With eager feeding food doth choke the feeder: 

Light vanity, insatiate cormorant, 
Consuming means, soon preys upon itself. 
This royal throne of kings, this scepter'd isle, 10 
This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars, 
This other Eden, demi-paradise, 

This fortress built by Nature for herself 
Against infection and the hand of war, 

This happy breed of men, this little world, 15 
This precious stone set in the silver sea, 

Which serves it in the office of a wall, 
Or as a moat defensive to a house, 

Against the envy of less happier lands, 
This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this England, 20 
This nurse, this teeming womb of royal kings, 
Fear'd by their breed and famous by their birth, 

Renowned for their deeds as far from home, 
For Christian service and true chivalry, 

As is the sepulchre in stubborn Jewry, 25 
Of the world's ransom, blessed Mary's Son, 

This land of such dear souls, this dear dear land, 
Dear for her reputation through the world, 
Is now leased out, I die pronouncing it, 

Like to a tenement or pelting farm: 30 
England, bound in with the triumphant sea 

Whose rocky shore beats back the envious siege 
Of watery Neptune, is now bound in with shame, 

With inky blots and rotten parchment bonds: 
That England, that was wont to conquer others, 35 
Hath made a shameful conquest of itself. 
Ah, would the scandal vanish with my life, 

How happy then were my ensuing death! 
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DOCUMENT B 

Margaret Thatcher.  “Speech at Kensington Town Hall”, 19 January, 

1976.  

Source: the Margaret Thatcher Foundation, 

https://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/102939 

The first duty of any Government is to safeguard its people against 

external aggression. To guarantee the survival of our way of life.  
The question we must now ask ourselves is whether the present 

Government is fulfilling that duty. It is dismantling our defences at a moment 
when the strategic threat to Britain and her allies from an expansionist power is 5 
graver than at any moment since the end of the last war.  

Military men are always warning us that the strategic balance is tilting 
against NATO and the west.  

But the Socialists never listen. 
They don't seem to realise that the submarines and missiles that the 10 

Russians are building could be destined to be used against us.  
Perhaps some people in the Labour Party think we are on the same side as 

the Russians!  
But just let's look at what the Russians are doing.  

She's ruled by a dictatorship of patient, far-sighted determined men who 15 
are rapidly making their country the foremost naval and military power in the 

world.  
They are not doing this solely for the sake of self-defence.  

A huge, largely land-locked country like Russia does not need to build the 
most powerful navy in the world just to guard its own frontiers.  20 

No. The Russians are bent on world dominance, and they are rapidly 
acquiring the means to become the most powerful imperial nation the world has 

seen.  
The men in the Soviet politburo don't have to worry about the ebb and 

flow of public opinion. They put guns before butter, while we put just about 25 
everything before guns.  

They know that they are a super power in only one sense—the military 

sense.  
They are a failure in human and economic terms.  

But let us make no mistake. The Russians calculate that their military 30 
strength will more than make up for their economic and social weakness. They 

are determined to use it in order to get what they want from us.  
Last year on the eve of the Helsinki Conference, I warned that the Soviet 

Union is spending 20 per cent more each year than the United States on military 
research and development. 25 per cent more on weapons and equipment. 60 per 35 
cent more on strategic nuclear forces.  

In the past ten years Russia has spent 50 per cent more than the United 

States on naval shipbuilding.  
Some military experts believe that Russia has already achieved strategic 

superiority over America.  40 
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But it is the balance of conventional forces which poses the most 
immediate dangers for NATO.  

I am going to visit our troops in Germany on Thursday. I am going at a 
moment when the Warsaw Pact forces—that is, the forces of Russia and her 

allies—in Central Europe outnumber NATO’s by 150,000 men, nearly 10,000 45 
tanks, and 2,600 aircraft. We cannot afford to let that gap get bigger.  

Still more serious gaps have opened up elsewhere—especially in the 
troubled area of Southern Europe and the Mediterranean.  

The rise of Russia as a worldwide naval power threatens our oil rigs and 
our traditional life-lines, the sea routes.  50 

Over the past ten years, the Russians have quadrupled their force of 
nuclear submarines. They are now building one nuclear submarine a month.  

They are searching for new naval base facilities all over the world, while we 

are giving up our few remaining bases.  
They have moved into the Indian Ocean. They pose a rising threat to our 55 

northern waters and, farther east, to Japan's vital sea routes.  
The Soviet navy is not designed for self-defence. We do not have to 

imagine an all-out nuclear war or even a conventional war in order to see how it 
could be used for political purposes.  

I would be the first to welcome any evidence that the Russians are ready 60 
to enter into a genuine detente. But I am afraid that the evidence points the 

other way.  
I warned before Helsinki of the dangers of falling for an illusory detente. 

Some people were sceptical at the time, but we now see that my warning was 
fully justified.  65 

Has detente induced the Russians to cut back on their defence 
programme?  

Has it dissuaded them from brazen intervention in Angola?  
Has it led to any improvement in the conditions of Soviet citizens, or the 

subject populations of Eastern Europe?  70 
We know the answers.  
At Helsinki we endorsed the status quo in Eastern Europe. In return we 

had hoped for the freer movement of people and ideas across the Iron Curtain. 
So far we have got nothing of substance.  

We are devoted, as we always have been, to the maintenance of peace.  75 
We will welcome any initiative from the Soviet Union that would contribute 

to that goal.  
But we must also heed the warnings of those, like Alexander Solzhenitsyn, 

who remind us that we have been fighting a kind of ‘Third World War’ over the 
entire period since 1945—and that we have been steadily losing ground.  80 

As we look back over the battles of the past year, over the list of countries 
that have been lost to freedom or are imperiled by Soviet expansion, can we 

deny that Solzhenitsyn is right?  
We have seen Vietnam and all of Indochina swallowed up by Communist 

aggression. We have seen the Communists make an open grab for power in 85 
Portugal, our oldest ally—a sign that many of the battles in the Third World War 

are being fought inside Western countries.  
And now the Soviet Union and its satellites are pouring money, arms and 

front-line troops into Angola in the hope of dragging it into the Communist bloc.  
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We must remember that there are no Queensbury rules in the contest that 90 
is now going on. And the Russians are playing to win.  

They have one great advantage over us—the battles are being fought on 
our territory, not theirs.  

Within a week of the Helsinki conference, Mr Zarodov, a leading Soviet 
ideologue, was writing in Pravda about the need for the Communist Parties of 95 
Western Europe to forget about tactical compromises with Social Democrats, and 
take the offensive in order to bring about proletarian revolution.  

Later Mr Brezhnev made a statement in which he gave this article his 
personal endorsement.  

If this is the line that the Soviet leadership adopts at its Party Congress 100 
next month, then we must heed their warning. It undoubtedly applies to us too.  

We in Britain cannot opt out of the world.  

If we cannot understand why the Russians are rapidly becoming the 
greatest naval and military power the world has ever seen, if we cannot draw the 

lesson of what they tried to do in Portugal and are now trying to do in Angola, 105 
then we are destined—in their words—to end up on ‘the scrap heap of history’.  

We look to our alliance with America and NATO as the main guarantee of 
our own security and, in the world beyond Europe, the United States is still the 

prime champion of freedom.  
But we are all aware of how the bitter experience of Vietnam has changed 110 

the public mood in America. We are also aware of the circumstances that inhibit 
action by an American president in an election year.  

So it is more vital then ever that each and every one of us within NATO 
should contribute his proper share to the defence of freedom.  

Britain, with her worldwide experience of diplomacy and defence, has a 115 
special role to play. We in the Conservative Party are determined that Britain 

should fulfil that role.  
We're not harking back to some nostalgic illusion about Britain's role in the 

past. […] 
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DOCUMENT C 

Grayson Perry, Comfort Blanket, 2014. Tapestry, 290 x 800 cm. Graves Gallery, Sheffield. 
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