
 

 
 

Question au programme : 

Adam Ferguson, An Essay on the History of Civil Society 

Sujet de leçon : 

Discuss the following statement: 

 

 

“The essentiality of individual political action, derived from a broad theory 
of man’s active nature, is at the very core of Ferguson’s moral philosophy 

[…].” 

 

Fania Oz-Salzberger, “Ferguson’s Politics of Action” in Adam Ferguson: 

History, Progress and Human Nature. Edited by Eugene Heath and 

Vincenzo Merolle. London, Pickering & Chatto, n° 4, 2008, p.156.  

 


