
Ellipsis and Anaphora

A Preliminary Bibliography for the “Leçon d'Agrégation option C”

What  follows  is  simply  a  proposal  to  get  things  started.  Any  suggestions  will  gladly  be 
incorporated  into  this  document  (please  send them to  philip.miller@univ-paris-diderot.fr). 
Specifically the following type of suggestions are welcome: (i) items that are missing from the 
bibliography (please indicate at which level they should be inserted, minimal bibliography, 
central references, or extended bibliography); (ii) suggestions of changes in status that would 
be appropriate (i.e. items that should be for instance promoted from the extended bbg to the 
central references or demoted from central references to extended bbg); (iii) more detailed 
descriptions of the contents of the various items to be added as comments; (iv) URL links to 
electronic versions of the documents. 

The following list of references is organized as follows. First, a minimal bibliography which 
includes  the  absolute  minimum  that  can  be  reasonably  required  in  preparing  for  the 
examination.  Second,  a  broader  list  of  central  references  allowing one to  go  deeper  into 
various more specific  topics.  Third an extended bibliography with a  much broader scope. 
Fourth some references  on  French or  contrasting  French and English which might  prove 
useful (this is a very incomplete list).

1. Minimal Bibliography

Cornish, Francis. 1999. Anaphora, Discourse, and Understanding. Evidence from French and  
English. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Huddleston, Rodney and Geoffrey K. Pullum. 2002. The Cambridge Grammar of the English 
Language. Cambridge: CUP, Chapter 17 on Deixis and Anaphora; Chapter 5  on Nouns 
and NPs, Sections 9 (Fused head and elliptical NPs) and 10 (Pronouns) and Chapter 15 on 
Coordination  Sections  4.2  (Gapped  coordination)  and  4.4  (Delayed  right  constituent 
coordination).

Quirk,  Randolf,  Sydney  Greenbaum,  Geoffrey  Leech  and  Jan  Svartvik.  1985.  A 
Comprehensive  Grammar  of  the  English  Language.  London:  Longman,  Chapter  6, 
pp.335-398 and Chapter 12, pp.858-913. More specifically, in chapter 6, sections 1-22, 
concentrating on 3rd person pronouns, sections 23-28 on reflexive pronouns, sections 29-
30 on possessive  pronouns,  section  31  on  reciprocals  sections  36-39 on interrogative 
pronouns, sections 40-44 on demonstrative pronouns, 52-58 on assertive pronouns, 62 on 
negative pronouns; in chapter 12, sections 12.8 and following. 

2. Central references 

Ariel, Mira. 1990. Accessing Noun Phrase Antecedents. London: Routledge.
Major  reference  introducing  the  accessibility  hierarchy  as  an  explanation  for  the  choice  between  definite  
descriptions, proper names, pronouns, demonstratives etc.
Ariel,  Mira.  1994.  Interpreting  anaphoric  expressions:  a  cognitive  versus  a  pragmatic 

approach. Journal of Linguistics 30, 3-42. 
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQXJpZWwsX01pcmEvQXJpZWxfMTk5NF9JbnRlcnByZXRpbmdfYW5hcGhvcmlj
X2V4cHJlc3Npb25zLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
Barton, Ellen L. 1990.  Nonsentential Constituents. A Theory of Grammatical Structure and  

Pragmatic Interpretation. Amsterdam: Benjamins. 
Discussion of fragments.
Bolinger, Dwight. 1979. Pronouns in discourse. In Syntax and Semantics 12: Discourse and  

Syntax, Talmy Givón, (ed). New York: Academic Press, pp. 289-309.

http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQXJpZWwsX01pcmEvQXJpZWxfMTk5NF9JbnRlcnByZXRpbmdfYW5hcGhvcmljX2V4cHJlc3Npb25zLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQXJpZWwsX01pcmEvQXJpZWxfMTk5NF9JbnRlcnByZXRpbmdfYW5hcGhvcmljX2V4cHJlc3Npb25zLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQXJpZWwsX01pcmEvQXJpZWxfMTk5NF9JbnRlcnByZXRpbmdfYW5hcGhvcmljX2V4cHJlc3Npb25zLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC


Some early counterexamples to the precede and command constraint on anaphora.
Bos,  Johan and Jennifer  Spenader. 2011. An Annotated Corpus for  Study of  VP Ellipsis. 

Language Resources and Evaluation.
Some  statistical  data  on  the  use  of  VP  Ellipsis.http://didel.script.univ-paris-
diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQm9zLF9Kb2hhbi9Cb3NTcGVuYWRlcjIwMTEucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=A
GREXTOPTC
Bosch, Peter. 1983. Agreement and Anaphora: A Study of the Role of Pronouns in Syntax and  

Discourse. London: Academic Press.
Bouton,  Lawrence  F.  1970.  Antecedent  contained  pro-forms.  In  Papers  from  the  Sixth 

Regional Meeting of the Chicago Linguistic Society, 154-167.
The original statement of the antecedent contained proform problem.
Büring, Daniel. 2005. Binding Theory. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
A very clear introduction to Binding Theory. Very pedagogical and complete.
Carden, Guy 1982. Backwards anaphora in discourse  context, Journal of Linguistics 18: 361-

387. 
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ2FyZGVuLF9HdXkvQ2FyZGVuXzE5ODJfQmFja3dhcmRzX0FuYXBob3JhLnBk
Zg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
Chung, Sandra, William A. Ladusaw and James McCloskey. 1995. Sluicing and logical form. 

Natural Language Semantics 3, 239-282.
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ2h1bmcsX1NhbmRyYS9DaHVuZ19ldF9hbC5fMTk5NV9TbHVpY2luZ19hbmRfb
G9naWNhbF9mb3JtLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
Cohen, Dana. 2010. Intensive Reflexives in English and Hebrew as Signals of Information 

Structure.  Carsten  Breul  & Edward Göbbel  (eds.)  Comparative  Information  Structure 
Analysis. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Cohen,  Dana.  1999.  Towards  a  Unified  Account  of  Intensive  Reflexives.  Journal  of  
Pragmatics, 31: 1041-1052.

Cornish,  Francis.  1992.  So  be  it:  The  discourse-semantic  roles  of  so and  it.  Journal  of  
Semantics 9.2, 163-178.

Paper discussing the choice of so  vs. it as a verbal complement (e.g. She said so/it)
Cornish,  Francis.  2011. ‘Strict’ anadeixis,  discourse  deixis and text  structuring.  Language 

Sciences 33, 753–767,
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ29ybmlzaCxfRnJhbmNpcy9MU0M2NzIucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREX
TOPTC
Cornish,  Francis.  2010.  Anaphora:  Text-based  or  discourse-dependent?  Functionalist  vs. 

formalist accounts. Functions of Language 17:2, 207–241.
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ29ybmlzaCxfRnJhbmNpcy9Db3JuaXNoXzIwMTBfQW5hcGhvcmEucGRm&cidR
eset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
Cotte, Pierre. 2011. On Anaphora. Etudes anglaises 64/3, 357-368.
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ290dGUsX1BpZXJyZS9Db3R0ZUFuYXBob3JhMjAxMmUucGRm&cidReset=tr
ue&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
Culicover, Peter W and Ray Jackendoff. 2005.  Simpler Syntax. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. (Especially chapters 7 and 8, pp.233-300; also chapter 12, pp.415-472)
A very  useful  overview of  bare  argument  ellipsis,  sluicing,  gapping, do it/this/that/so,  VP ellipsis,  pseudo-
gapping and  one-anaphora. Chapter 12 discusses the semantic basis of control, i.e. the interpretation of  zero 
subjects in infinitives.
Fillmore, Charles J. 1986. Pragmatically controlled zero anaphora. BLS 12, 95-107.
Paper discussing zero objects interpreted anaphorically.
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvRmlsbG1vcmUsX0NoYXJsZXMvRmlsbG1vcmVfUHJhZ21hdGljYWxseV9jb250c
m9sbGVkX3plcm9fYW5hcGhvcmEucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC

http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvRmlsbG1vcmUsX0NoYXJsZXMvRmlsbG1vcmVfUHJhZ21hdGljYWxseV9jb250cm9sbGVkX3plcm9fYW5hcGhvcmEucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvRmlsbG1vcmUsX0NoYXJsZXMvRmlsbG1vcmVfUHJhZ21hdGljYWxseV9jb250cm9sbGVkX3plcm9fYW5hcGhvcmEucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvRmlsbG1vcmUsX0NoYXJsZXMvRmlsbG1vcmVfUHJhZ21hdGljYWxseV9jb250cm9sbGVkX3plcm9fYW5hcGhvcmEucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ290dGUsX1BpZXJyZS9Db3R0ZUFuYXBob3JhMjAxMmUucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ290dGUsX1BpZXJyZS9Db3R0ZUFuYXBob3JhMjAxMmUucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ290dGUsX1BpZXJyZS9Db3R0ZUFuYXBob3JhMjAxMmUucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ29ybmlzaCxfRnJhbmNpcy9MU0M2NzIucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ29ybmlzaCxfRnJhbmNpcy9MU0M2NzIucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ29ybmlzaCxfRnJhbmNpcy9MU0M2NzIucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ2h1bmcsX1NhbmRyYS9DaHVuZ19ldF9hbC5fMTk5NV9TbHVpY2luZ19hbmRfbG9naWNhbF9mb3JtLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ2h1bmcsX1NhbmRyYS9DaHVuZ19ldF9hbC5fMTk5NV9TbHVpY2luZ19hbmRfbG9naWNhbF9mb3JtLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ2h1bmcsX1NhbmRyYS9DaHVuZ19ldF9hbC5fMTk5NV9TbHVpY2luZ19hbmRfbG9naWNhbF9mb3JtLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ2FyZGVuLF9HdXkvQ2FyZGVuXzE5ODJfQmFja3dhcmRzX0FuYXBob3JhLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ2FyZGVuLF9HdXkvQ2FyZGVuXzE5ODJfQmFja3dhcmRzX0FuYXBob3JhLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQ2FyZGVuLF9HdXkvQ2FyZGVuXzE5ODJfQmFja3dhcmRzX0FuYXBob3JhLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQm9zLF9Kb2hhbi9Cb3NTcGVuYWRlcjIwMTEucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQm9zLF9Kb2hhbi9Cb3NTcGVuYWRlcjIwMTEucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvQm9zLF9Kb2hhbi9Cb3NTcGVuYWRlcjIwMTEucGRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC


Gardelle,  Laure.  « Article  défini,  pronoms  personnels  de  3e personne  et  démonstratifs : 
approche comparée de l’accès à la référence ». Anglophonia n°28, décembre 2010, pp. 33-
47.

http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvR2FyZGVsbGUsX0xhdXJlL0dhcmRlbGxlX2FydGljbGUuQW5nbG9waG9uaWEuc
GRm&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
Gast, Volker and Peter Siemund. 2006. Rethinking the relationship between SELF-intensifiers 

and reflexives. Linguistics 44.2, 343–381.
An important paper on emphatic reflexives
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvR2FzdCxfVm9sa2VyL0dhc3RfYW5kX1NpZW11bmRfMjAwNl9pbnRlbnNpdmVfc
mVmbGV4aXZlcy5wZGY=&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
Grosz,  Barbara  J.,  Aravind  K.  Joshi,  Scott  Weinstein.  1995.Centering:  A framework  for 

modeling the local coherence of disocurse. Computational Linguistics 21.2:203-225.
Foundational paper for centering theory
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvR3Jvc3osX0JhcmJhcmEvR3Jvc3pfZXRfYWxfMTk5NV9jZW50ZXJpbmcucGRm&
cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
Guimier, Claude. 1981. Sur la substitution verbale en anglais. Modèles linguistiques 3.1, 135-

161. 
Gundel, Jeanette, Nancy Hedberg and Ron Zacharski. 1993. Cognitive status and the form of 

referring expressions in discourse. Language 69.2, 274-307. 
Foundational paper for the givenness hierarchy. Clear, well written.
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvR3VuZGVsLF9KZWFuZXR0ZS9HdW5kZWwtZXRhbENvZ25pdGl2ZV9TdGF0d
XNfYW5kX3RoZV9Gb3JtX29mX1JlZmVycmluZ19FeHByZXNzaW9uc19pbl9EaXNjb3Vyc2UucGRm&cidRe
set=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
Gundel,  Jeanette,  Michael  Hegarty  and  Kaja  Borthen.  2003.  Information  structure  and 

pronominal reference to clausally introduced entities.  Journal of Logic, Language and 
Information 12.3,  37-51 (Special  issue  edited  by  Ivana  Kruijff-Korbayová  and  Mark 
Steedman on "Information Structure, Discourse Structure and Discourse Semantics").

Discussion of the choice of this/that vs. it to refer back to clausally introduced entities.
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvR3VuZGVsLF9KZWFuZXR0ZS9HdW5kZWwtZXRhbF9JbmZvcm1hdGlvbl9zdHJ
1Y3R1cmVfYW5kX3Byb25vbWluYWxfcmVmZXJlbmNlX3RvX2NsYXVzYWxseV9pbnRyb2R1Y2VkX2Vu
dGl0aWVzLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
Halliday, M.A.K. and Ruqaiya Hasan. 1976. Cohesion in English. Harlow: Longman. 
A major classical reference on the topic of ellipsis and anaphora. 
Hankamer, Jorge and Ivan Sag. 1976. Deep and surface anaphora. Linguistic Inquiry 7, 391-

426.
Probably the most important classical paper on the topic in the generative tradition, covering VP-ellipsis,  do 
so/it/this/that, null complement anaphora, etc. Numerous data, very stimulating.
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvSGFua2FtZXIsX0pvcmdlL0hhbmthbWVyX2FuZF9TYWdfMTk3Ni5wZGY=&cidR
eset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
Hawkins,  John  A.  1978.  Definiteness  and  Indefiniteness:  A  Study  in  Reference  and  

Grammaticality Prediction. London: Croom Helm.
A classic  on  definite  and  indefinite  NPs.  Useful  discussion  of  definite  reference.  There  is  a  discussion  of  
associative anaphora. 
Kehler, Andrew. 2000. Coherence and the resolution of ellipsis.  Linguistics and Philosophy 

23: 533–575. 
Presents Kehler's theory of coherence as a constraint on ellipsis and discusses VP ellipsis and gapping. Much of 
the relevant content of the 2002 book is covered in this paper.
http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?
url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvS2VobGVyLF9BbmRyZXcvQ29oZXJlbmNlX2FuZF90aGVfcmVzb2x1dGlvbl9vZl9
lbGxpcHNpc19MJlBoLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
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http://didel.script.univ-paris-diderot.fr/claroline/backends/download.php?url=L1JlZmVyZW5jZXMvS2VobGVyLF9BbmRyZXcvQ29oZXJlbmNlX2FuZF90aGVfcmVzb2x1dGlvbl9vZl9lbGxpcHNpc19MJlBoLnBkZg==&cidReset=true&cidReq=AGREXTOPTC
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